Small multiple carcinoid tumors occurring in the ileum with a pseuodcystic liver metastasis.
A 49-year-old woman was admitted to the hospital with a palpable mass in the right hypochondrium. A laparotomy was performed under the clinical diagnosis of a solitary cyst of the liver. The cystic lesion of the liver was removed. Although the histological finding of the cyst wall showed a similarity to hepatocellular carcinoma of trabecular pattern, the tumor cells with uniform nuclei and little mitotic figure were positive for both argyrophil and argentaffin reaction. The pathological diagnosis was metastatic carcinoid tumor of the liver. There was no carcinoid syndrome nor the other clinical symptoms after the operation and various postoperative examination could not reveal a primary site of the carcinoid tumor. The cystic lesion of the liver recurred ten months after the first operation and a second laparotomy was performed to reveal the primary site in the ileum: three submucosal tumors, 0.8, 0.7, and 0.3 cm. in diameter, two of them, however, extended into the muscle wall or subserosa and conclusively, the small lesion of the ileum metastasized into the liver as a large pseudocystic lesion.